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Summary of St. Mark Parish Campus Options

A Beacon of Truth & Beauty
OPTION #1
1. New Church. Option 1 features a new cruciform church building to be sited
south of the current church building. The new church seats approximately 850—
200 more than the current building. The cruciform plan creates discreet spaces for
devotional prayer and Sacraments, including a dedicated baptistery in the north
transept and transept shrines. A dome and bell tower serve as visible landmarks
for the Church in Highlands Ranch.
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2. Adoration Chapel. The proposed new church includes a beautful stand-alone
chapel for perpetual Adoration.
3. Parish Admin & Religious Education. A new parish office building provides
more space for staff and a better arrangement for their collaboration. The building
includes classrooms for catechesis, a parish library, youth group meetings, etc.
A dedicated office building allows more space in the current lower level of the
church to be used for additional group meeting and event space.
4. Event Center. The current church building will be repurposed as an event
center. This space can accommodate large wedding receptions, concerts, lectures, movies,
conferences, retreats, and other such social activities for the parish, some of which may
become a source of revenue.
5. School Complex. To the south of the new church building are new lower school
(elementary/middle) and upper school (high school) academy buildings. The school
buildings surround a nearly one-acre green space that centers on the dome and crossing
of the new church, a visual reminder that our intellects are meant to serve Christ and to
know Him better. A gymnasium opposite the lawn from the church encloses and protects
this space while providing a recreation area.
a. Upper School (High School)
b. Lower School (Elementary & Middle School)
c. Gymnasium
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A Beacon of Truth & Beauty
OPTION #2
1. Renovated Church. This option improves the existing church interior and
sanctuary. The renovated sanctuary re-emphasizes the Sacrifice of the Mass, the
centrality of the Crucifixion in salvation history, Christ’s suffering for us to redeem
our sins, and His conquering of death in the Resurrection. A reredos wall draws
attention to the Crucifix above the altar of reservation, and its architecture extends
into the nave of the church, more completely realizing the original octagonal form of
the church and giving more spatial clarity.
2. Adoration Chapel. An Adoration chapel connects to the south side of the existing
Church. The chapel is accessible from both within the church building and from its
own separate portico.
3. Parish Admin & Religious Ed. The parish office building takes the place of the
new church building in Option 1, enclosing the north side of the academic lawn. It
provides more space for staff and a better arrangement for their collaboration. The
building includes classrooms for catechesis, a parish library, youth group meetings,
etc. A dedicated office building allows more space in the current lower level of the
church to be used for additional group meeting and event space.
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4. School Complex. To the south of the new parish office building are new lower school
(elementary/middle) and upper school (high school) academy buildings. A gymnasium
opposite the lawn from the church encloses and protects this space while providing
recreation for the parish.
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a. Upper School (High School)
b. Lower School (Elementary & Middle School)
c. Gymnasium
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A Beacon of Truth & Beauty
COST ESTIMATES*
PROJECT									 		OPTION 1 				 OPTION 2
Renovations to Existing Church Building (Upper Level) 			
		
Renovations to Existing Church Building (Lower Level) 			
		
New Church Building 										
New Church Building ‐ Dome 								
New Church Building ‐ Bell Tower 						
		
Adoration Chapel 								 		

$1,225,000 				
$2,225,000
$1,184,000 				
$1,184,000
$20,888,000					 n/a
$3,196,000					
n/a
$1,110,000					
n/a
$1,242,000 				 $1,426,000

Church ‐ Full Scope Subtotal 							

$28,845,000				

		

$4,835,000

Parish Office Building 									 $10,251,000 				$10,592,000
Academy 											 $24,967,000 			$24,967,000
Elementary School 										 $34,081,000 				$34,081,000
Gymnasium 									 		 $2,892,000 				 $2,892,000
New Schools + Parish Office ‐ Full Scope Subtotal 				

		

$72,191,000 			

$72,532,000

Total Project Costs 										$101,036,000				$77,367,000

* The feasibility of these costs will be thoroughly evaluated in the surveys and focus groups that will be conducted in the next 2–3 months.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on our thorough evaluation of all the variables associated with both options, we believe Option 1 provides the most
comprehensive solution to our current and projected needs, and is the most cost-effective proposal when looking ahead over
many generations.
•

The new church will provide more seating than current church (approx. 200 more).

•

The new church and other buildings are designed to last for 200–300 years.

•

We will gain a large event center by converting the current church, with the potential to generate revenue from some
events, such as wedding receptions.

•

We will be able to celebrate Mass in current church while new church is being built; renovating the current church will
force us to relocate during the construction period.

•

This arrangement will alleviate all of our current and projected capacity problems.

•

Option 1 takes demographic trends into consideration; Option 2 makes it much more difficult and expensive to build a
new church later.

Based on our commitment to the Two Greatest Commandents—to first love God above all else, followed by loving our neighbor
as ourselves—we believe the various components of Option 1 should be built in the following order:
1.

Church and Adoration Chapel

2.

Parish Office (with its expanded catechesis and ministry space)

3.

Event Center

4.

School Complex
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