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BACKGROUND 

Previous Supreme Court rulings (Roe v. Wade; Casey v. Planned Parenthood) 
prevent states from having abortion bans during the first 24 weeks of pregnancy. 
In 2018, the state of Mississippi enacted a 15-week abortion ban, that has been 
blocked by lower courts, but the Supreme court agreed to hear arguments on the 
case (Dobbs v. Jackson) in 2021.  

The question the Supreme Court is considering is whether all pre-viability abortion 
bans (before 24 weeks) are unconstitutional. 

It is expected that the Supreme Court will release its decision in June 2022.
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POTENTIAL OUTCOMES

There are a variety of ways the Supreme Court could issue its ruling, but by even 
agreeing to hear this case and based on the way oral arguments went, it is likely 
the decision will allow Mississippi to enact its 15-week abortion ban and open the 
door for other states’ pro-life regulations to go into effect. 

It is likely to be a major win for life at the national level. 

For those who like legal jargon, this article laid out a few ways the ruling may 
come out.

WHAT WILL IT MEAN FOR RESTRICTING ABORTION ACCESS IN COLORADO

Sadly, not a lot. While the decision will likely allow for states to enact stricter 
abortion restrictions, Colorado’s legislature or voters are not likely to do so 
anytime soon. 

In fact, the state legislature recently passed HB22-1279, which codified in state law 
unlimited abortion access for the full 40 weeks of a pregnancy.

Therefore, abortion will remain readily available within the state, and it is likely the 
abortion industry will continue to promote Colorado as an “abortion destination 
and sanctuary.” 

It is also likely that pro-abortion advocates will try and change the state 
constitution by placing a measure on the 2024 ballot that would also allow for 
unrestricted abortion. This is something we will need to strongly oppose as it 
would make any future attempts to limit abortion even harder.  

WHY WE ARE NOT SUPPORTING INITIATIVE 56

A group is currently working to collect signatures to get Initiative 56 on the 
November 2022. This initiative would criminalize all abortions. 

We do not believe spending time and resources on this initiative is a prudent way 
to try and advance a culture of life in Colorado.

In 2020, we led the campaign for Prop 115, which would have limited abortions 
after 22 weeks, but sadly, Colorado voters wouldn’t even protect babies that are 
viable outside of the womb. With that in mind, it does not seem logical to come 
back two years later with an initiative that would criminalize all abortions. We 
believe there are other things we should focus on in terms of promoting a culture 
of life.  

https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/12/02/abortion-supreme-court-dobbs-ruling-scenarios-523692


3

The future of Roe vs. Wade and the pro-life landscape in Colorado

Principles for advancing a culture of life in Colorado 

LEGISLATIVE & LEGAL

 » If Roe v. Wade is overturned or limited, we will praise God for this important 
national step forward into a culture of life, while also acknowledging that there 
is much more work to be done in in Colorado in order to promote the intrinsic 
dignity and sanctity of all human life.

 » We will always affirm that abortion is a grave moral evil and that protecting the 
dignity of life, especially with regards to abortion and euthanasia, is the pre-
imminent political issue for the Church. 

 » We will speak out against political and social efforts to promote abortion and 
will continue to stand against efforts to codify abortion access into state law 
and the state constitution. 

 » Legal and legislative efforts to protect or limit abortion can be worthy of our 
time and participation, but they are not currently the key to establishing a 
culture of life in Colorado. 

OFFERING LOVE AND SUPPORT FOR MOTHERS, FATHERS, AND FAMILIES

 » We will continue to highlight, promote, and support our archdiocesan and 
parish ministries that offer true care for women and families. 

 » We will ensure our Catholic parishes are places of welcome for women facing 
challenging pregnancies or who find it difficult to care for their children after 
birth, so that any mother needing assistance will receive life-affirming support 
and be connected to appropriate programs and resources where she can get 
help. 

 » We will help Catholics recognize the needs of pregnant and parenting moms 
in their communities, enabling parishioners to know these mothers, to listen to 
them, and to help them obtain the necessities of life for themselves and their 
children. 

 » We will show Christ’s mercy to anyone who has received or participated in an 
abortion. 

CONVERTING HEARTS AND MINDS

 » Recognizing that we live in a state where the majority of our population 
has rejected or is unaware of the truths of the Gospel, we are committed to 
approaching our society with an apostolic mindset.
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 » We are mindful that people need to be shown Christ’s love and compassion, 
before they will be ready to understand and embrace many of the Church’s 
teachings. 

 » “The Church’s primary stance before and unbelieving world is not the 
imposition of law, which assumes knowledge of its existence and purpose, but 
the invitation, under an attitude of mercy and hope, into a relationship with the 
living God and incorporation into the new humanity, to an entirely new way of 
being and of seeing, one that liberates.” – FCTAP

 » We will continue to pray for those who receive, perform, promote, or assist with 
abortions that they will have a profound and total conversion to Jesus Christ 
and His Church and believe that abortion is unthinkable.

RESOURCES:

 » Respect Life Denver: Parish Resources 

 » Sisters of Life: Into Life – Love Changes Everything

 » USCCB: Walking With Mom’s In Need
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Social Unrest and the Dobbs Supreme Court Decision  
Guidance for Parish Safety and Preventative Measures 

With the increased social unrest that has recently swept through the country, it 
is foreseeable that the time leading up to and after the Supreme Court decision 
on Dobbs vs Jackson will be a period where increased activity will likely have a 
negative effect on the operations of our churches. Since some extreme rhetoric 
has called for active protests against houses of worship, our structures, (i.e., 
buildings, statues, grottos, etc.) are at risk of vandalism and/or destruction. 

Parishes located in urban centers, where protests have occurred in proximity in 
the past, are especially at risk even if the church is not the intended target of a 
protest.  

Caution: While having a person present at a structure is a strong deterrent, 
no person should ever put their own wellbeing at risk in order to safeguard a 
structure. Only law enforcement officers should ever directly confront persons 
wishing to cause harm or damage. It is best to avoid situations where self-defense 
would become necessary.

https://respectlifedenver.org/resources-for-parishes-2/
https://intolifeseries.com/
https://www.walkingwithmoms.com/
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Please take into account the following recommendations as you judge necessary:

 » Meet with the local Community Service Police Officer to build a relationship 
and discuss any potential negative fallout that you perceive could affect the 
parish.

 » Make sure the police have the best contact number for the person to call if 
issues arise on the parish property.

 o Talk with the parish staff and key volunteers about the potential for 
problems related to social unrest.

 » Check to make sure all doors and windows can be locked/secured.

 » Come up with a plan to double check that the building is secured properly.

 » Review the parish campus and note objects that are not secured to the ground 
or building and items that are flammable.

 o These things should be removed or secured as they could be used to 
damage structures as projectiles or make fires.

 » Do a video recording of the entire exterior and interior of all buildings as a 
matter of record. If damage occurs, it can be compared to the video.

 » Contact a fence rental company and get a quote for a temporary (construction 
style) chain link fence that could be set up to create a protective barrier around 
structures or to block key points.

 o Some churches may determine that it is better to rent the fence before the 
decision comes down, others may wait and see what occurs.

 o Keep in mind fire safety and evacuation paths when adding fences that 
could restrict escape.

 o Cut plywood boards to the correct size for windows that are located in 
vulnerable areas.

 o As with the fence, these boards can be used in advance or stored and ready 
as needed. 

 o Take special care to secure stained glass windows with either plywood or 
plexiglass.

 » Mike Wisneski from the Archdiocese’s Facilities office is available to assist you 
in an onsite review of your parish campus (Mike.Wisneski@archden.org)

 » If problems or damage occurs, please inform Fr. Dollins and Keith Parsons 
directly or reach out to Mike Wisneski or Sarah Wigand in Risk Management.

mailto:Mike.Wisneski@archden.org

